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PREFACE. 

BY the favor and energy of the Holston preachers three 
thousand copies of Volume I. of "Holston Methodism" have 
been sold. Volume I. has paved the way for Volume 11. , 

The latter has over the former the merit of bringing the his- 
tory nearer to our times. The annals proper of this volume 
do not come further this way than 1824; but the volume is 
largely biographical, and many of the men sketched died in 
our times-instance, Samuel B. Harwell, who died in 1874. 
These $ketches, therefore, make , this volume somewhat 
modern. 

I had hoped to get into this volume the sketches of String- 
field, Fulton, S. Patton, and Sevier; but these must be de- 
ferred to Volume 111. The sketches of these men necessarily 
introduce the subject of the rise and progress of the higher 
education in Holstcm, and notices of the controversies which 
agitated our people in the past-namely, the Arian, the Radi- 
cal, and the Calvinistic controversies. This fact will make 
Volume 111. the most important and interesting of the series. 
Whether Volume 111. shall ever see the light depends on 
whether the sale of Volume 11. is sufficiently encouraging. 

I am not exclusively responsible for the delay in the is- 
suance of the present volume, as the committee advised a 
season of delay, and as for some reason the Publishing House 
has seen cause to. add further delay; but I must credit the 
House with great care in the typesetting and the mechanical 
work generally. An ancient painter, being twitted with the ' tardiness of his work, replied: "I am painting for eternity." 
Let us hope that our tardiness will redound to the usefulness 
and permanency of the work. 

Our principal trouble is the financial question. A history 
so local and so denominational must necessarily be limited 
in its circulation, and the income from it must necessarily be 
meager; but I am willing to suffer want and embarrassment. 
it I may but rescue from oblivion the noble men and women 
who in the wilderness, amid savage beasts and more savage 

(v) 



vi HOLSTON METHODISM. 

men, planted the Methodism which we now enjoy, and if, 
through these humble pages, I may but assist in reviving and 
maintaining the martyr spirit which actuated them. 

If genius, eloquence, abundant labors, sublime powers of 
endurance, dogged perseverance, a wonderful unselfishness, 
a quenchless love of souls, and a burning zeal for Goqs  
glory entitle men and women to historic recognition, then 
the men and women of Holston deserve to be commemorated. 

R. N. PRICE. 
Morristown, Tenn., June as, r g o d  



CHAPTER I. 

e 

JOHN ADAM GRANADE was admitted into the West, 
ern Conference on trial in 1801, received into full con- 
nection in 1803, and located in 1804. His fields were: 
1801, Greene ; 1802, Holston ; 1803, Hinkstone. 

Few men with so brief an itinerant career in the 
Methodist Church have made so much history. H e  
darted into our sky like a meteor, blazed with splendor 
for a short time, then disappeared, leaving a luniinous 
trail behind. H e  was an eccentric man, but his ec- 
centricities were natural and inevitable. They were 
tlie eccentricities of unusually profound convictions 
of gospel verities, of awful apprehensions of the con- 
sequences of sin, and of a burning, all-consuming 
zeal for God and the salvation of men. There is a 
general disposition' , t o  look upon eccentricities as  
faults;  and they are, indeed, disgusting faults if cul- 
tivated and artificial. There is also a general dls- 
position to berate eccentric men. High offices in the 
C h u r c h  are denied them, and they are placed in posi- 
t ions below their talents and deserts. Yet it is a 
matter of fact that the very eccentricities which are 
s o  severely criticised, and which inure to their pres- 
ent  disadvantage, segregate them from the common 
herd and point them out as conspicuous marks for 
historical recognition. The eccentricities of Lorenzo 
Dow, Peter Cartwright, James Axley, Sirnon Peter 
Richardson, ancl the like have served only to trumpet 
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abroad tlieir real merits and to call attention to the 
heroic virtues that characterized them. 

No man ever did so much good in so short a time 
as John A. Granade. Fortunately for tlie Church, 
Granade wrote an autobiography. This biography is 
still in manuscript; but some of the most striking 
events in his Christian and ministerial career, as re- 
corded in this manuscript, have found their way into 
print. 

The Rev. Herve A. Granade, a grandson of John 
A. Granade, has furnished for publication certain ex- 
tracts from this journal, which I give substantially as 
follows : 

Granade's ancestors were from France. H e  was 
born near Newbern, Jones County, N. C., the precise 
date of his birth not known. By a very pious and in- 
telligent mother he was early taught the fear of God. 
At  the age of thirteen, after a series of extraordinary 
exercises of mind, he embraced religion. He, how- 
ever, soon lapsed into sin, and devoted his poetic 
gifts and all his energies to the service of Satan. He 
says in his journal that he had spknt as many as seven 
days and nights consecutively in dancing and frolick- 
ing; but he had no relish for drinking. quarreling, and 
fighting. Becoming perfectly reckless, he ramble? 
into Kentucky and the Cumberland country, return- 
ing in a few months to find that he had brought his 
mother's gray hairs in sorrow to the grave. Terri- 
fied by a guilty conscience, he left North Carolina and 
took up a school in South Carolina, near the line, 
where he was useful and popular as a teacher. 

President Adams proclainied a national fast to be 
observed May g, 1797, and Granade did not observe 
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it because lie was prejudiced against the administra- 
tion ; but, calling to mind that it was his own birthday, 
he regretted that lie failed to observe the fast. On 
the 16th of the same month began that revolution in 
his mind to wliich lie devoted much of the journal 
wliich was kept and left in manuscript. 

Reading in a newspaper of the difficulties between 
the United States and France, he burned witli patri- 
otic zeal, and deteniiined to enlist as a soldier in case 
of war. The thought of being a soldier, exposed to 
the hazards of battle, induced self-exa~iiination, and, 
finding himself unready to meet God in judgment, he 
was plunged into dreadful conflicts wit11 Satan. So 
distressing was his agony, ant1 so powerfully did the 
Spirit strive witli liim, that lie becanie a gazingstock 
to the family with wliicli he boarded, to his pupils, ant1 
to his wicked compatiions. Instead of lot~d threats 
and harsh rebukes in the sclioolroom, lie now spoke 
only words of love antl sy~iipatliy; the brow of brass 
was covered witli shame; his face was bedewed with 
tears. Aslia~iied to weep in the presence of his pupils, 
he fled to the \voods; and as lie went a powerful sen- 
sation of the sutierings of ~ h r i s t  filled his mind. He  
felt that lie had joined in with the Jewish rabble, cry- 
ing: "Crucify liini, crucify him !" While thus btiffctetl 
by Satan, and longing for advice from some Christian 
friend, a hfr. Pace, a justice of the peace of Anson 
County, N. €., living just across the line, ant1 a Meth- 
odist, came by. Granade called him and uiifolcled to 
him the troubles of his stricken heart. Mr. Pace 
carried liim to Mr. Hill, a local Methodist preacher, 
and they took great pains to aid him by atlvice antl 
prayer. Determined to take every advantage of the 
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devil, he burned his cards, cut the ruffles from his 
shirt with his penknife, and had his hair, of which he 
had been proud, polled. H e  began to attend the 
meetings of the Methodists, and sought every op- 
portunity to avail himself of their prayers and coun- 
sels. His distress was so great that he gave up his 
school and set out for Georgia in company with the 
family of a brother-in-law. Before leaving Carolina. 
the Universalists attempted t o  induce him to travel 
and preach in support of their system, which he had 
sometime previously embraced. But they found him 
crying to God for mercy. H e  told them that he now 
renounced a poem which he had composed in the in- 
terest of Universalism, ant1 which they had published, 
and he denounced the whole system of "Restoration" 
as a strat2gem of the devil to bring souls to eternal 
ruin. The party went to Augusta, Ga. ; but, insteacl of 
remaining there, they journeyed t o  Tennessee. O n  
this tiresome journey Mr. Granade went to God in 
secret prayer four times a day. At length they 
reached Sumner County, Tenn. At his first oppor- 
tunity Mr. Granade attended a class meeting there, 
and cast in his iot with the people called Methodists. 
H e  stood up in the congregation and exhorted the 
people. In a few days he had the good fortune to 
meet William Rurke, who was then in charge of Cum- 
berland Circuit. H e  rode with him and told him of 
his spiritual troubles, and hlr. Burke exhorted him to 
press forward till he should find peace. He  accom- 
panied John McGee next day t o  hear Mr. Burke 
preach, and Mr. RlcGee's account of his conversion 
so filled him with distress that Rurke's sermon 
seemed to  do him very little good. That evening he 
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returned to his camp determined not to rest till he 
found the pearl of great price. At this time there was 
a little star of hope that shone in his moral sky, a s  
a light in a dark place. H e  was sometimes in de- 
spair, and sometimes hopeful ; sometimes he could see 
in his mind congregations before him, and himself 
preaching to  them with great earnestness. Cut Satan 
continued his assaults upon him; and he was driven 
to  the woods, and resolved not to  return till God had 
sent deliverance. H e  entered a cleft in a rock on the 
bank of Goose Creek, that his loud prayers and lam- 
entations might not be heard for the noise of the 
rushing waters. H e  felt a s  if he were rowing up a 
stream, the wind, the Spirit of God, being in his 
favor, and that if he ceased to  ply either oar, faith o r  
prayer, he woulcl go downstream immediately, .The 
two oars acting in concert, he made headway. After 
returning to camp, his sister stood by him singing, 
when the glory of God broke in upon him, sweeter 
than honey or the honeycomb. 

This blessing, however, was only temporary; the 
honey soon turnecl to  gall; after the close of thjs 
bright day he spent a terrible, sleepless night in the 
wagon and in the woods, and in the morning it ap- 
peared as if Satan had turned loose all his fiendish 
might upon his soul. These words rang in his ears 
continually: "Your damnation is sealed; your day of 
grace is past;  the  wrath of God is upon you; you are 
a vessel of wrath;  and the devil can be as readily 
saved as you." H e  verily believed that the wrath of 
God was being pourcd out on him. A burning flame' 
ran through his whole being, attended with a dreadful 
sense of t h e  torments of hell. Tormenting voices 
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followed him at times for two years ; and as he turned 
quickly from side to side to avoid the tormenting 
whisperers, the people looked a t  him with amazement. 
He  rambled here and there with an anguish that no 
tongue could express. The pains of hell got hold 
upon him. He  was seized with a burning in his 
stomach, and a fainting sickness; and so strange were 
his feelings and exercises that his friends feared that 
he was losing his reason. When he went to bed at 
night, he was afraid to close his eyes, lest he should 
wake up in hell. 'LTncler the most unusual and ex- 
cruciating terrors of mind and bodily distress, he suf- 
fered for two years. 

At the request of Mr. Burke, Granade spent four 
weeks on the circuit; and this good man and his wife, 
who traveled in company with him, did all they could 
to console him. The winter of 1797 and the spring of 
1798 were spent in the woods. Day and night, 
through snow and rain, he went about howling, pray- 
ing, and roaring in such a manner that he was gen- 
erally reputed to  be crazy. Satan tempted him t o  
believe that he was deranged, and that he had lost his 
p&tic talent. To test the matter, he composed his 
first spiritual poem, which consisted of eighteen 
verses, without halting or difficulty. The school chil- 
dren-for he was teaching again -1ikecl it so much that 
they sang it at the close of the school. Mr. Granade 
continued to teach among the Wynns, Eabbs, and 
Stulls during the year 1799. As schoolbooks were 
scarce, the Epistles of Paul were used in teaching 
elocution, The speeches selected from these Scrip- 
tures, when recited, produced a powerful impression 
on the teacher's mind. Although he feared that he 
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was a hopeless reprobate himself, he was anxious for 
the salvation of others; and he occasionally took his 
whole school to  hear the Rev. William McGee, a 
Presbyterian minister. He also went to hear the 
Rev. Green Hill, antl attended class meeting, where 
occasionally a slight ray of hope would flash upon his 
gloonly spirit. \Ye here llleet with the name of the 
Presbyterian preaclle; who accompanied his brother 
John McGee to ICentucky, and preached at the meet- 
ing at which the revival of 11800 began. Also we meet 
with the name of the local preacher at whose house 
the first Conference in North Carolina was held. H e  . 
had moved to RIitldle Tennessee, and was still active 
in the work of saving souls. 

A great union meeting between the ~ r e s b ~ t e i i a n s  
and bfethodists had been appointed. Mr. Granade 
dreamed two nights before the beginning of the meet- 
ing that he was at it surrounded by God's people, that 
he was there tleliveretl from all his spiritual troubIes, 
and he resolved to attend. His account in his journal, 
of the impression made on his mind by the first sight of 
the three thousa~ltl persons encamped on the ground 
is interesting. When he arrived, William ~ a m b u t h  
was preaching on "And yet I show unto you a more 
~xcellent way." Granatle drank'in every word. H e  
listened eagerly and attentively to  the sermon which 
followetl by the Rev. John Rankin, a Presbyterian. 
When the minister came to the words, "The wind 
hloweth where it listeth ; . .. . so is every one that 
is born of the Spirit," that  very moment heaven, which 
he had thought was forever sealed against him, was 
opened ; the power of God as a rushing mighty wind 
descended from heaveh antl filled his whole being. 
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H e  began to  whisper these words, "Adoration to  God 
and the Lamb !" and as he repeated them the power 
increased, the heavens, the earth, and everything in 
a moment put on a new aspect. H e  could hold his 
peace no longer, but cried out: "Glory to God! 
Glory and adoration to  God and the Lamb foreverl" 
Streams of glory divine poured in upon him, and he 
went all over the encampment till midnight, praising 
the God who had brought him such wonderful de- 
liverance. This attracted great attention, for he was 
noted among the masses as a wicked poet, who had 
used his gifts for the ridicule of religion and the pro- 
motion of unbelief, and for two years had been re- 
ported in North Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee, Geor- 
gia, and Kentucky as the "wild man," 'and, indeed, 
he was the wonder in these sections at that day. 
Great was the joy among the people when this 
"second Lazarus," as he called himself, was raised. 
He  next partook of the Lord's Supper with the con- 
gregation, and, giving himself in a solemn vow t o  
God, he arose and began to exhort the people. In 
a few moments sinners fell screaming on every side. 
Then follo\\red a scene of indescribable power and , 

glory, in which the happy inan continued praising 
God, shouting and exhorting the people all night and 
a great part of the next day. He went forth from this 
scene of victory preaching the word of God. Many 
of his pupils and ungodly neighbors were, under his 
preaching, brought to realize in their own hearts the 
saving po\t7er of God. Even those who had set them- 
selves against this "madness," as they called it, were 
swept before it like grass before a prairie fire. At 
his first effort at preaching five souls were wonder- 
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fully converted, and such shouting and praising of 
God were never witnessed in that country before. He  
soon gave up his school, and went from settlement 
to settlement warning the people, God attending his 
word in power everywhere. 

Mr. Granade at this time knew scarcely anything 
of the system of hlethodism. One thing he did know: 
that the people called Methodists were most intoler- 
ably persecuted everywhere, but he was glad to cast 
in his lot with them. He went to a quarterly meet- 
ing where he met with Bishops Asbury and Whatcoat, 
t o  whom he gave his consent to enter the traveling 
ministry. He was directed to Cumberland Circuit, to 
join another young man, Benjamin Young. O n  his 
way to his first appointment he was powerfully 
wrought on by the Spirit, and his limbs were so dis- 
torted that he could hardly ride. He  visited his old 
neighborhood on Barton's Creek, and as he went 
from house to house God attended his strange ex- 
hortations with power, and many souls were saved. 
Having received permission from the Rev. Mr. Page 
to  go and preach where he liked, and having resolved, 
by God's help, to attack the hosts of Satan wherever 
he might encounter them, he took the great country 
road leading to Nashville, and at dramshops and tav- 
erns, where rowdies were accustomed to engage in 
bacchanalian orgies, he went right in and, filled with 
the Spirit of God, warned them of their danger. 
Some cried for mercy and found peace; others went 
off furious and blaspheming. On his way he heard 
of a ball, and at once resolvetl to go and meet the ene- 
my on his own field. He reacher1 the place and, being 
invited in, found that the company were drinking, 
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swearing, and huzzaing like loons. H e  went up to  
the musician and, gently stroking him on his head, 
asked him if he would not stop playing for fifteen 
minutes. The fiddler swore at him and kept on play- 
ing. At that moillent the glory of God as a mighty 
stream of fire flashed all over him, and his face burned 
with tlie holy flame. H e  took a book out of his 
pocket, and striking it violently with his hand he 
thundered out upon the revelers. The dancers were 
so frightened that they did not know whether they 
were dancing a reel or a jig, or  something else. A 
fright ran all over the house. Mr. Fury (so Granade 
names him), one of the bulls of Bashan, ran at him, 
and landed him on the doorstep. He  stepped into 
the yard, and the crowd without and from within sur- 
rounded hi111 like a swarm of angry bees. I-Iell was 
troubled and threw up angry billows; but God was 
with him, and he thundered away on his astonished 
hearers on every hand. So~ne  said he was a hypo- 
crite, sollie said he was a good man, some said he was 
crazy or drunk, while another thought he would be 
a better fighter than preacher. H e  told them that 
Jesus Christ hat1 shed his blood for them, and that if 
they (lid not repent of their sins and quit frolicking 
they would all go to hell. A bold orator of tlie clevil 
said that, if there was such a man as Jesus Christ, and 
he had done so much for him, he was nluch obliged 
to him; but that he thought Thomas Paine a greater 
man than Jesus Christ, and \voultl stand on the right 
hand of God in the day of juclginent like a game cock. 
While uttering these blasphemous words the speaker 
was wildly leaping and huzzaing. Granacle left them 
and went on his way rejoicing. I t  was a remarkable 
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day to him. AS he rode along the glory of the Lord 
came down upon him and constrained him to praise 
God aloud for half a mile. What he saw and felt, he 
says, no mortal tongue could tell, God was so near to  
him! I t  was the practice of this intrepid hero to at- 
tack every person lie met on the road, if he hat1 the 
least opportunity; and by this course he warned many 
a poor siniier, and found out many of God's people, 
who111 he woultl never have known as such if he had 
gone on silently. The world and even some pro- 
fessors of religion thought him cracked; but God . 

- blessed him in the practice, and thus caused him to 
persevere in it. 

In the work of fornling a new circnit'in that section 
he had a very disagreeable adventure. One night he 
was bewiltlered in the mountains: thick canebrakes 
matted the valleys; snow was falling rapidly, and it 
was very coltl. His account of this dreatlful night 
spent only with his horse antl his Saviour, as he forced I 

his way through the tall, thick cane covered with snow l 

and over the icy mountains, is truly appalling. H e  I 

labored hart1 and successf~~lly on this frontier work. 
He  n~atle the mountains, woods, and canebrakes ring I 

louder with his shouts of praise to God than he once I 

did with his howling lamentations. Of his experience I 
at this time, he says: "Though it may be hard for some 1 
to believe, yet I declare the truth in Christ and lie not, I 

and am giving only a faint sketch of my happiness, I 

when I say that I never fell on my knees in secret but - 1  

the Lord so pouretl out his power that I shoutetl I 

aloud. Sometin~cs I shoutetl for two or three hours, 
antl even faintetl untler the hand of the Lortl. I was 
ready to cry out at the name of Jesus; and what I 
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saw by faith and felt by sweet communion with God 
I was afraid to relate to illy best friend. The bright- 
ness of heaven rested continually upon my soul, so 
that I was often prevented from sleeping, eating, read- 
ing, writing, or  preaching. I would sing a song or 
pray or exhort a few minutes, and the fire would break 
out among the people, and the slain of the Lord .every- 
where were many. I have spent nine nights out 
of ten (besides my day meetings and long, hard rides) 
until midnight with tlie slain of the Lord. Thus I went 
on, regardless of my life. Many precious souls were 
convertetl in a few weeks. I went by the name of 
the 'distracted preacher,' but I cared not for this." 

At a union meeting between the Presbyterians and 
hIetliotlists the preachers persuaded Mr. Granatle to 
be baptized, for he liad never received the ordinance. 
He  told then1 that he cared but little about it, but 
that he would ask the Lord about it. Standing up in 
the pulpit with his back to the people, he prayed, and 
he says: "The Lord answered by fire, and I stood and 
shouted with all my strength for fifteen minutes. I 
got some water, and Brother Page and Brother 
Hodge (a  Presbyterian preacher who111 iny soul 
loved) and Brother John hlcGee went with me in 
secret before the Lord. We all kneeletl; Brother 
RicGee prayed ant1 poured the water on my head, 
and God poured his heavenly showers on my soul ant1 . 
body, which was enough for me though all the world 
condenll~ed the baptism." 

It  was now 1801, and Mr. Granade attentled a quar- 
terly meeting, at which he was reconlinentled for 
atltnission into tlie Western Conference, to be held 
in  Creene County, Tetin. I le  set out for the Confer- 
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ence with Brother Page, Brother Hodge, brother t o  
the Presbyterian minister by that name, and two 
young men. They slept on the ground at night and 
heard the howlings of the furious wolves. They 
passed by West Point (Kingston) and through Grassy 
Valley t o  Sterns's and John Winton's, where they had 
a glorious meeting; thence they rode t o  Vanpelt's, 
and thence to  Ebenezer, the seat of the Conference. 

The Conference was held in a spacious upper room 
a t  the house of Felix Earnest. Bishop Asbury Fie- 
sided, assisted by Nicholas Snethen, William McKen- 

I 
dree, and many elders, deacons, and preachers. On 
Suntlay, at the sacrament, great power was felt; 
twenty souls were converted. Granade was greatly 
excited, and it was soon known that the "wild man" 
was a t  the Conference. H e  excited great curiosity, 
which, however, he did not regard. His recom- 
nlendation was receivetl, and while he was downstairs, 
and his case was being considered, a collection was 
taken up in the Conference. When he came in, Bish- 
op  Asbury said to  him: "We are raising money for a 
destitute preacher; how much will you give?" Tak- 
ing out his purse, Granade gave it t o  the Bishop, say- 
ing: "I have two clollars; take as much of it as you 
want." The Bishop, putting his money and. purse 
with the collected money, handed it to the astonished 
and overjoyetl Granatle, and, embracing him affection- 
ately, informed him that he was received into the 
Conference. The Bishop and all the brethren were 
exceedingly kind to him. 

The Conference at which he was admitted was held 
in October. H e  was appointed t o  Greene Circuit 
with Moses Floyd. H e  at once began on Pigeon 
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River, and a t  every meeting there were great out- 
pourings and from one to ten conversions. The news 
that the "wild man" was preaching brought the peo- 
ple from many miles in great crowds. Many went 

' with him from place to  place, and as they went they 
would alarm the natives with singing and shouting all 
along the road. Persecution soon began to rage. 
Some said Granade had some kind of powder to throw 
over the people; some said he had some secret trick 
by which he threw them down; but on he went, dis- 
regarding the threats of mobbing that met him every- 
where. One day, on his way to preach at Tucker's, 
he asked the Lord to give him twenty souls that day, 
and he received thirty into Society. He was sent for 
to  go to  Holston Circuit, and it was said that two 
or three thousand people were at the place (Cashe's 
Meetinghouse), and great power attended his preach- 
ing from the first chapter of Ezekiel. H e  also went 
to Knoxville, by invitation, and was treated with sin- 
gular kindness by Gen. White and others; and here 
also he received many members. 

I t  is claimed that Mr. Granade took intb the 
Church, while on Greene Circuit, between five hun- 
dred and six hundred members. Although a peti- 
tion for his return, signed by two thousantl names, 
was sent to the bishop, he was in 1802 transferred to 
the Holston Circuit, and associated with Tl~om'as Mil- 
ligan. There on the first round he brought in one 
hundred new n~embers, and by the fifth round he had 

'received five hundred. They built stands for him in 
the woods all round the circuit, for no house would 
hold the crowds that flocked to  hear him. On one 
occasion they put him up in a wagon to preach, when 
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he took for his text "A wheel in the middle of a 
wheel" (Ezek. i. 16) ; and the people fell all around 
the wagon and under it, and wonders were wrought. 

Granade in his journal speaks of a meeting at Mc- 
Kee's, near Gov. Sevier's, which lasted all night. 
Five of Gov. Sevier's family were at that meeting 
converted and received into the Church. H e  went 
t o  Jonesboro, where some lewd men of the baser sort 
had sworn that he should not preach. When he rode 
into the town, an awful storm of wind, thunder, light- 
ning, and rain was prevailing. He  made his way to 
the courthouse, and spoke to a great crowd of wonder- 
struck hearers, from "And he will be a wild man." 
(Gen. xvi. 12.) hiany were convicted and some con- 
verted. At  Easeley's, on Horse Creek, the people 
fell as Dagon before the ark, and lay in such heaps 
that it was feared they would suffocate, and that in 
the woods. 

After a number of great camp meetings on Holston 
Circuit, Granade was transferred to New River Cir- 
cuit. His journal speaks of his appointment to  this 
circuit; and as it is not likely that he was mistaken, 
it is evident that he did not complete the year on 
Holston Circuit, but was transferred in the winter or 
spring t o  New River. H e  says he went to this field 
through,snow and storm. His first appointment was 
at Johil Carr's, on Walker's Creek, in what he calls 
6 1  a rough, stony region." John Carr, was the grand- 
father of the Rev. Daniel H .  Carr, at present a mem- 
ber of the Holston Conference, and one of our mosto 
pious and persevering preachers. John Carr's wife 
was a member of the first Society organized west of 
New River. This Society was in Montgomery (now 
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Pulaski) Couniy. New River Circuit was a large and 
laborious work. Granade's account of his labors 
among the rude and wicked inhabitants of this new 
and sparsely settled country,. and of the wonderful 
manifestations of divine power which everywhere at- 
tended his singular preaching, is very interesting. Here 
he studied Latin, wrote much, and received many into 
the Church. H e  was appointed to  Hinkstone Cir- 
cuit, in Kentucky, in 1803, and this was his lastwork 
as a traveling preacher. His excessive labors and 
much exposure brought on a breast disease that ren- 
dered his location necessary. After his location he 
studied medicine uncler the celebrated Dr. Hinde, near 
Lexington, Ky., and, returning to Wilson County, 
Tenn., he married bliss Polly Wynn in 1805. His 
pious wife, who completed his journal after his death, 
says: "He continued to preach when able; the Bible 
was his constant companion; he enjoyed perfect love. 
O n  December 6, 1807, full of peace, he passed away. 
His last words were: 'Glory to God and the Lamb for- 
ever !' "1 

Granade was a remarkable man of a remarkable 
period. His conviction and conversion werr contem- 
poraneous with the outburst of the great revival. 
While he was seeking God's favor, his mind was evi- 
dently more or less morbid. But he was a real sin- 
ner, his convictioils were real, the Spirit of God was 
really striving with him; and in his extraortlinary 
mental troubles he was really in process of prepara- 
tion for the extraordinary work which he accom- 

'Letter of Rev. IIerve Granade, in "Methodism in Teilnes- 
see," Vol. 1 ,  pp. 383-407. 
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plished afterwards. When God has'a work to do, he 
prepares the proper instruments for it. Conversion 
never goes deeper than conviction. The crop does 
not usually send its roots farther down than the plow 
has gone. He that is forgiven much loves much. 
Extraordinary struggles in seeking a change of heart 
usually insure a powerful conversion and a bright 
evidence of the same. The doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment, which Granade embraced after his renuncia- 
tion of Universalism, tinged his convictions with a 
remarkable melancholy. This same doctrine, united 
with views of infinite mercy, gave his zeal in saving 
souls a wonderful boldness and intensity. 

The infinite strategy of the God of battles can be 
contemplated only with adoring wonder. When the 
great battle of 1800 was to be joined, it was no acci- 
dent, but a wise provision of Providence, that such 
men as Page, Burke, McKendree, Wilkerson, the 
McGees, Hodge, RanFin, McGready, and Garrett 
were at their posts along the firing line, and that Gra- 
nade, like a hlarion or i\ioshy, \\.as thrust into the 
work at the right niche of time. - 

Granade's methods would have been in ordinary 
times inlpertinrnt and ineffective, but there was a 
sound of a going in the mulberry trees when he 
made his assaults upon the works of the devil. An 
extraordinary interest, awakened by the Spirit of God 
in the minds of the people, demantled and justified 
extraortlinary measures. The conditions within and 
the efforts without were in harmony. 

I t  is not strange that such extraordinary zeal as he 
possessed should have run into extravagance. It did, 
and at one time he assumed the r61e of prophet; but, 
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his prophecy signally failing t o  come t o  pass, he was 
suspended from the functions of the ministry for about 
three months, but allowed t o  hold meetings and ex- 
hort;  and it is said that r.0 period' of his life was so 
crowned with success in saving souls as this. This 
suspension, however, occurred before he was admitted 
into the traveling connection. 




