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ORIGINAL.
Mr. R. Taylor Scott, Attorney General of the State of Virginia, Mr. William F. 
Rhea and Mr. Rufus A. Ayers, for the State of Virginia.

Mr. George W. Pickle, Attorney General of the State of Tennessee, (with whom 
was Mr. N.M. Taylor, Mr. H.H. Haynes, Mr. Thomas Curtin and Mr. C.J. St. John 
on the *504 brief,) Mr. Abram L. Demoss and Mr. A.S. Colyar for the 



State of Tennessee.

MR. JUSTICE FIELD delivered the opinion of the court.

This is a suit to establish by judicial decree the true boundary line between the 
States of Virginia and Tennessee. It embraces a controversy of which this court has 
original jurisdiction, and in this respect the judicial department of our government 
is distinguished from the judicial department of any other country, drawing to itself 
by the ordinary modes of peaceful procedure the settlement of questions as to 
boundaries and consequent rights of soil and jurisdiction between States, 
possessed, for purposes of internal government, of the powers of independent 
communities, which otherwise might be the fruitful cause of prolonged and 
harassing conflicts.

The State of Virginia, as the complainant, summoning her sister State, Tennessee, 
to the bar of this court  a jurisdiction to which the latter promptly yields  sets forth 
in her bill the sources of her title to the territory embraced within her limits, and 
also of the title to the territory embraced by Tennessee.

The claim of Virginia is that by the charters of the English sovereigns, under which 
the colonies of Virginia and North Carolina were formed, the boundary line 
between them was intended and declared to be a line running due west from a point 
on the Atlantic Ocean on the parallel of latitude thirty-six degrees and thirty 
minutes north, and that the State of Tennessee, having been created out of the 
territory formerly constituting a part of North Carolina, the same boundary line 
continued between her and Virginia. And the contention of Virginia is that the 
boundary line claimed by Tennessee does not follow this parallel of latitude but 
varies from it by running too far north, so as to unjustly include a strip of land 
about one hundred and thirteen miles in length and varying from two to eight miles 
in width, over which she asserts and unlawfully exercises sovereign jurisdiction.

On the other hand, the claim of Tennessee is that the *505 boundary line, as 
declared in the English charters, between the colonies of Virginia and North 
Carolina was run and established by commissioners appointed by Virginia and 
Tennessee after they became States of the Union, by Virginia in 1800 and by 
Tennessee in 1801, and that the line they established was subsequently approved in 
1803 by the legislative action of both States, and has been recognized and acted 
upon as the true and real boundary between them ever since, until the 



commencement of this suit, a period of over eighty-five years. And the contention 
of Tennessee is that the line thus established and acted upon is not open to 
contestation as to its correctness at this day, but is to be held and adjudged to be 
the real and true boundary line between the States, even though some deviations 
from the line of the parallel of latitude thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes north 
may have been made by the commissioners in the measurement and demarcation 
of the line.


