
Irishman who vas  the inmate of a county poor-house. I venture 
auotller remark, and that is, that there are more of this race in high 
places, legislative, executive, judicial, ecclesiastical, and educational, 
than of any other race in our country. They hare  taught the sciences 
and literature in our common schools, in our colleges and universities. 
They have preached our religion ; they have fought our battles; they 
have commanded our armies; they have written our literature, both 
in poetry and in prose; they have led public thonght in the direction 
of liberty, right, and justice; and they have impressed our habits and 
customs and manuers in our home life, as ~vcll as in public. They 
have administered and declared our laws. I t  can he t ru t l~f i~l lp  said, 
tha t  our common couutry is freer, stronger, better, and more enduring 
because of the Scotch-Irish element in our people. 

My friends, I hare said all that I intended to say on this occasion ; 
but I beg to be indulged in one single remark further, and that is, that 
if all the Scotch-Irish in our couutry are as hospitable as those found 
in Columbia, they are the most hospitable people found on the face of 
this round earth. (Applause.) Oue remark more: I f  the Scotch- 
Irish women are all like those of Columbia, they are the peers in 
beauty and loveliness of the best women of our country, and, in all 
tha t  is true and good and pure, are excelled by no women on the face 
of this earth, of any race or nationality. (Applause.) 

Miss Stoddard, of the Athenaeum, sang " Kathleen Mavourneeu," 
accompauied by Mrs. Emma IlcKinney, on the harp. After a n  
encore, she sang " I Canna Leave the Old Folk No\v." 

Chairman Johnston then said : 

In  introduciug to you the next speaker, I feel as an adopted son 
would in iutroducing n father to his own fi~mily. I dou't refer to the 
age  of my distinguished friend, for he is old only in wisdom and ex- 
perience. H e  is young in heart, in energy, in zeal and affections. I 
refer to Colonel Colyar, of Nashville. 

Colanel Colyar : 

Ladies and Gentlemen:-That I should be placed upon this plat- 
form, in the presence of so many distinguished men fro111 abroad, is 
one of the things that I dou't uuderstand. I suppose son~ebody 
wants a plea for Teunessee put in. I n  regard to the claims of the 
Scotch-Irish, Tennessee may well be heard. I f  I were to give you the 
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history of the Scotch-Irish in Tennessee, I would give you suhstan- 
tially the history of the state. Briefly, the early settlement or settle- 
ments in this state were made by Scotch-Irishmen. Of the four lnen 
who eo distinguished the early history of Tennessee, two were Scotch- 
Irish, one a Welshman, and the other a descendant of the Huguenots. 
I mean Colonel Campbell, Colonel McDowell, Johu Sevier, and Isaac 
Shelby. I t  is not exactly true, as was stated hy one of the speakers 
to-day, that all who fought the battle of King's Mountain mere Scotch- 
Irish. Sevierdescended from the Huguenots, and Shelby was a Welsh- 
man. I f  I had the time and ability to properly present it to you, 
you would be interested in the early history of Tennessee. These 
fimr men, and, in some respects, one more important than any of thern, 
James Robinsou, also a Scotch-Irishman, settled on the Watauga. 
And in referring to this matter, I wish to speak a word in regard to 
what I consider the most remarkable instance of chivalry and courage 
in modern history. A few me11 had settled west of the Alleghany 
n~ountains. Boone, it is mid, \\.as the first person that ever settled 
west of the Alleghauy mountains, except the French and the Spnuish. 
James Robinson built the second cabin on Tennessee soil west of the  
Alleghanies. These settlers built forts iu which to protect their 
momeu aud children from the Indjans, until quite a large settlement 
was fornled. The British war came up. Duriug the darkest period 
of the revolution, when Washington Lad through the winter a t  
Valley Forge, when Gates had surrendered South Carolina, aud when 
Cornwallis, with Tarleton on his right w i n  and Ferguson on his left, 
removed from South Carolina into North Carolina, Washington wrote to  

> Baron Steuben, saying: " This is a dark hour; I don't know what is  
to be$ome of us." A t  that hour, Ferguson sent word into East Ten- I 

nessee, that, if the people did not cease fighting the Indians and stop 
the war, he would come to their country and destroy them. What 
did these seven hundred men do? IVheu they received this intelli- 
gence, two young meu, about thirty and twenty-six, respectively, sat  
down ou a log and said : " What shall we do 4 General Ferguson has 
an arniy of two thousand men, many of them trained British soldiers, 
and he says they will come and destroy us." What I regard as re- I 

markable is, that these two young men did not say they would stand I 
in the mountain fastnesses and fight back. Nobody knows whether 
John Sevier or Isaac Shelby made the suggestion, but, in accordance 
with their decision, they called in their troops from the surrounding 
country, and in four days they were on the march, with their squirrel 
rifles, for Campbell and I IcDo~el l ,  in Virginia. When united, the  
entire force amounted to 1,900 men. Ferguson pursued them, but 



was defeated a t  King's Mountain, in the most successful hattle, except 
t h a t  at  New Orleans, that was ever fought by the United Btatee 
armies. With one-half his force, they killed Ferguson and 180 of hie 
men, and took every other man prisoner. According to Mr. Jefferson, 
General Washington, and all the other great men of that day, this 
battle was the turning-point in the war. From that day, the clouds 
were lifted away, and the cause of Washington became brighter and 
brighter, until Cornwallis finally surrendered. 

But that is a little tedious. I do not propose to pursue that his- 
tory. I wish to sap a practical word or two. I say, nearly the whole 
o f  that army was Scotch-Irish. Doak was the Presbyterian preacher 
in  the early settlement, and preached all the sermons and married all 
t h e  people. Of the one hundred and forty of these early settlers who 
signed a petition to the legislature of North Carolina, all except two 
signed their names in clear, strong hands, indicating that they were 
men of intelligence. I t  was the courage and chivalry that accom- 
plished what was accomplished a t  King's filountain, and in defending 
t h e  women and children nineteen or twenty pears from the Indians, 
tha t  gave to Tennessee the :lame of the Volunteer State. Jackson 
came to Tennessee a few years afterward, and settled among the peo- 
ple that had fought the battle of King's Mountain. S a n ~  Houston 
came near the sarne time, and was edncated among the people. Has  
Tennessee since done any thiug to merit the title of the Voluuteer 
S ta te?  She gave to the country a Jackson, who, considering his force 
and losses, fought a t  New Orleans the most successful battle ever 
fought by any general ; Tennessee has given to this country the im- 
mortal John Sevier, who fought thirty-five battles and never lost one ; 
Tennessee has given to the country that Wizard of the Woods, Davy 
Crockett, who, with every man of his command, fell a t  the Alamo; 
Tennessee has given Saril Houston, who, after he had risen to the po- 
sition of Governor of Tennessee, went west, and gained from Santa 
Anna and the Mexican army that vast territory, worthy of an empire, 
and laid it down at the feet of the United States in the great State of 
Texas ; Tennessee has given to the country a Polk, who, during his 
administration as the nation's chief executive, brought into our 
bounds all that territory comprised in New Mexico; Tennessee has 
given to this country another distinguished statesman and President, 
in the person of Johnson, whom many of you revere. 

Now, a practical word: I want to say to this vast crowd of 
young men here to-night, that I would be glad if I had it in m y  
power to introduce something new into our homes and our schools. 
A s  I heard a distinguished man say in New York City lsst week, " We 
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are doing a good deal in the may of educating our young men ; we 
are educating them intellectually, in charity, and in Christianity; 
but are me educating them in patriotism?" (Applause.) Are we 
trainiug them in the love of country? I want to say here to you men 
who served with me in the Confederate Congress, who fought the bat- 
tle of Franklin ou the Confederate side, and the battle of Murfrces- 
boro on the other, there is no hope for this country except in true 
patriotism, which is love of the country and love of the flag. (Ap- 
plause.) Let  me say to you young men here, when you take down 
these flags which now decorate the city, take them into your homes 
and your school-rooms, and let them aid in the efforts we shotild make 
to educate the young men, and the young women, too, in patriotism 
and love of country. 

I have detaiued you longer than I ought to have done. I have 
spoken truthfully, earnestly, and, I trust, about the facts. I feel 
deeply upon the question that I have last spoken about. 1 read and 
hear constantly the statement that we are carrying elections with 
money. I hear it stated that the two great political parties in the 
last campaign spent $4,000,000. This is a sad picture, if t rue;  and 
I am rejoiced to see every-where true men rising up and saying: 
"This has to be stopped. W e  can't afford to carry elect,ions with 
money." Let  such an idea become engrafted in the niinds of our 
people, and this country is gone. I t  can not live except through a 
love of country, and that don't mean carrying elections with money. 

The next speaker was introduced as follo~r,s: 

Our next speaker is also frorn the great State of Illinois. I don't 
know whether he found Judge Scott or Judge Scott found him, but  
we are glad that both were found and both are here. I introduce to 
yo11 Rev. Dr. Dinsmore, of Bloomiugton, Ill. 

Mr. Dinsmore said : 

Jlr. President a d  Ladies and Gentlemen:-The Scotch-Irishman a t  
last has got his voice. Ttlat me have heard. H e  has modestly and 
q!tietly been doing his work, and carrying out his great career in the 
progress of this country, until the meeting of this Congress. More 
has been said during yesterday and to-day in just praise of his achieve- 
lnents than I have ever heard or read before. I suppose the charac- 
teristic word of the proceedings of this assembly is brag, as mentioned 
by Dr. McCloskie last night; but after expressing sympathy with this 


