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THS WORLDS OF ARTHUR S7.C0LATR COLYAR
R
i
Sleanor Jemnlin
apthur 9t.01air Oolver was born June 23,1910, in s cabin on the
banks of the Molichueky Tiver, ih Jashincton Jounty, Tennesses. It
was also the birthrlace of his father, Alexander Colyar, and had
been buillt by Arthurts grandfather, “111ian, about the time
Jonashoro hecame a s=ttlement.
As a youns man, Alexander fJolvar operated boats, along the

Tnlichueky and, -hile trms employed, he met a young lady named
Catherine Shevr»11l. “ha was the davsghter of TUriah Sherrill and the
nisce of "Bomnis Xate”, the second wife of Col -John Sevier,

It seemed to Alexander thnat abont the time he realizszd he was
1n lave with Jatherine, . “harrill roved his famlly from “ashington
Jounty to the fareaway C-ounty named Franklin, This 1iterally oushed
Alexander's nlans into the “istance. 2ut he dldn't mive un.

A few years later, he 15Tt home to clalw hls brids, la galled
the length of tho "nlichuely; oub onte the Prench rroad, and then
down the Tennessse, t1ill he cove to ths mouth of lattle Srack. s
1oft his boat, therajwaliced acrossz the mountain, and so oonarrived ab
the 3herrill homa, near the setilement of Pond Sprinss(now Hillsboro).

Than tho weldine fectlvities were over, Alexandor and Catherine
left her home, riding tozother{both on the sa o horse), and went
bacl t» the Colyar home on the iolichucky ‘iver.

Deginning the hard 1ife of plonesr farrmers, they remaine’ there
untll a fire destroved Lheir home, when their son, Arthw, was nine.
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lot long alter this traredy, Alexander ond Catharine decided to

zo to franklin County, to live,near her fanmlly. Alexander constructed

R

a large [latboat and, when 1t was finished, he and Tatherine packed
the helongings thevy had saved, Into the wagon. They put the wagon on
the boat, along with their two horses, theilr ~hildren and themselves,
and the§ started down the river,

They traveled the same route Catherine had gone —ith her fanmily,

and the route Alexander had grne %o marry Jatherine. This tiwme, when

they leflt theilr boat, at the mouth of Battle Creel, the horses nulled
their belongines, in the wason, as they nrodeedad slowly over the

mountaln, and on t» the Sherrill howe,

Alexandar rented land and farmed in the Pond “orincs area, for
two years. ATter that, he rontsd the €1ld Stone Fort property, near
. »
Mitechellville.,

Yo dont't know exactly how lons they stayed thare, bnt JofTae

\")

Tounfy came Into haing, early In 1735, and the Stones Fort-TTit
arsa hecane Tanchaster, the Tounty ssat, e find no osvidence that
Alexander acqulired any land of his ouwn in the new county.

~ h 4

Srogltotbh,

o

Perhans in ths tradltlion »T danicl Toone ans Dawvi
Alexander Colyar declded the neighbors wero rmetbine the closa to him,
and 1t was tirme to move on.

In any case, by February 1937, hs had bought 174 acres of land
an the waters of Tobins-n Creasl, in ths western nart »7 "ranklin
Jounty. And he execubed a doed of trust, to covar his indshtedness,

Ty 18h0, Arthwr had Swo brothers and tsn sisters, and the older

orother was marrisd.

“Mhile the Tamily lived in Jashinmton County, Axthur heas baoun

Wie atudies wlth a tubtor. “ear Tond Snrincs, ho went by o scheol

hellville
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taught by a Mr. 7illiam Jonkins, and after moving to the 0OLd Stone
Port, his teacher was Danlel MelClain, wvho bscame the [lrst CTlerk

of Coffee County.

Arthur's formal educabion did not extond beyond the elementary
prades, howover,bscause liz had to wori, Thors were nany mouths to
fead, ¥ln the Colyar family, and there were always dabits to pay.

Arthur was an avid reader, though, and eacer to learn., And he
educated himself tn the noint that he was abls to teach in the Trank-
1in County elemsntary schools. In those days, a school term lasted
only two or three months o»ut of the year. So, Juring the time he was

not
feaching, he beman to study law, in ths “inchsster office of Colonel

,.J.

Miecan Taul.

Y. .

Just before Arthur bocame twsnty-one, his lather sent him on his
first business trip, alons. Yo %Ltook a drove of nogs to sell, in
Misslssippi. Having reached that State, and mads the sale, he learned
he would have bto go to ioblle, to ret his money. So, dowm the Tombigbes
he went, on a flatbogl, to the tom of 'obils,

I% was nults an adventuro Ior a twenfty-year old, who had never
traveled, excent when moving from sSast Tenness2e to ranklin County,

“"hen he returnsd home, after five months absence, he reported that he

"~aw ruch of the world."

1

“g are told that when the Mexican YWar began, Arthur's oldsr
brother entered the military servigo, as a Captaln, and the family was
understandably proud of him., “'ithin a few months, however, thelr onride
was drowned in sorrow, when they learnzd he had baen killed,

Once apmaln, Arthur lefi his studies; borrowed money and traveled

alone, to Vexlco, to brins his brother's body home,
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Apthare reeslved hils licenss ©2 oractics Taw, in 18l6, and he

The following vaear, on Docsmber Jth, he married Agnes “rskine

48till, daughter of Dr, Jallace and Sleancor(Srabb)’istlll, o

) - = - T - v de e I + 1S ~ B
“neheesber. The 18970 Jansus »f Pranilin Soundt gshows that Arthur and
¥
\ ot s .- e - -
snas were living necar M. oand Vrs.oistill, and at ther had ftwo

children, “Wallis,?2, and Gsorcs T.,lL months,

Arthur ha’ nnw oosned hils ovn office, In Winchester, and was

nr land and slaves and livestocl.

s his reputathon grew, Arthur associeted himsell with some of
the leadin~ lawyers in middle Tennesssze. In 1855, he n»ersuaded his
young kinsman, Albert 3, Tarie, of Hentucky, to coms to Winchester
tn stuldy, wlth him, ¥ars nassed hls bar exam thres yosrs later, and

L1 ng FaR

heeame a partner In the firm o0 Colwyar, Prizzell and Marlks.,

A Yaghvills Tusiness Directory, ~ublishse?! by n., T, Cambell, in

1887, carried this notice: "T.0.Ishell, Attorney At Law, “anchester,

Tpomnt ‘nyvhere In The State.” And
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lannesase ., 111 dttond
below, ware assoclabted names: "IHon, A.Jarchbaniis, ‘el'innville; Col.
il Meliwin, Hashville: “aj. . 7. Hiciterson,lanchester; A.5,Colyar, 7sa.,

“Minehoster,"

Arthur's interests were too far-rancing f-2r hin ever to bs

Tt

content doing only ons 'wind of wrk., e had fommd the field of nolitics

S1lvde 7,. Ball, writing abont Golvar, in the 1957 Taunnessze lshor-

ical Ouarterly, sald:
Tipans1lin Jomnbty was Domocratice, ab the time, buat ths
fact that he yvmas of itre m*normtj naver soemca to hothe
TColvar., o supnoritad what he thousht was risht, n“t—v*lh—
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In his sarlier daja at “inchzster, he developed the
characteristic of taking the initistive In correcting
thines which 4id not anwenr tn nin to bs right,”

standing the pleas or thrsats of friends or enemles.

L3 » .
As his »ractiecs exvanidad, Arthur 5Honll cases 1In adjoining

counties and, in 1952, ho onennd an office in ashville, This would

ke2op Bim in touch with leslslators, other lauyers and State offlclals,
and with the business world,in zeneral. The family continuss to liwve

in Franklin CSounty, howaver.

The Sewanse Yining Oompany came Into being, 1n 1052, to work

v

some recently discovarsd mines in the Tracy Jity area. 'r. “amuel
Tracy, of Yew Yorls, was the Zowmpany ‘rosldant, and it was lor him
the town took 1ts nams.

Pram the baeinning, the Tommany 2ncountered »roblems. The
nparators new 1ittle abont the Dusiness., Yhey Tound mm 1ittle local
marizet for thelr nroduct, and 1t was almost irmoessible to ~et the

2 LA

conl out to other sgsectionas ol the country.
A 1

In an effort to make the coal avallable o distant marirets, the

Company had a rallroad run from Douan to Tracy I3 This was a
remarxable and almnst Ircredibls faat, al the time, Tt was,also, an
cxnansive ono, and whaen the line was c¢ommlate, ths Jommany wes in
auch financial straits, it was wnable bo may the confractors

The Contractors, 7.7, 77c¢the and Sorwany, of inchester, secured
A, .0olyer as their counssel, and Colvar acoulred a court ordier,
aunthorizinz the sale » the Jompany, t> satisly the conbtractord
claims., MeTthae and Jomvany bhen docided to buy the Minins Zommpany.

Feanwhlle, some low York creditors had boen able to met an order

for sale of the ZJompany, in federal Jourt. The Tennessee credliors

4]
ol

wlaced thelir intoreasts In 3olyar's handsg, and a -rolonged litization

onsued.
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In 1840, the Tennsssee Oonral Assaembly snacted a law to
incorvporate the Sewansa Mining Jownany, dnder the name of the Tenness-
se Coal And Railroad Cownany. Yy this tiwme, however, the entlire natlon

was sezthing in diseonbtant, and farthor action had to walt,

Ag tallt of war srunted, attorney Colyar abavioned his lagal pro-

-

fession, and devoted his time toward psace offorts. for he agrzed

writh Andrew Jackaonts ideal,”"The Unlon Must De Treserved.
He btraveled throushout the State , spealing amains®t secsession,

and denouncing the "War Party", which, he folt, was determinsd to

~

Shampion®, and™the

T iy

destroy the Tinisn. Tz became known as ha TUnion
allant Crator irom Tranilin’,

In May, of 1840, folyar wag sclectsd, with others, to reprecsent
Tennossee, in the Mational imion Jonvention, and, after this, he went
all over Temessoe, arain, smeating for the Tnlon candidats flor
Prgaident,

The “epublican Bapnner sald of him, In its Oct,22,1660 tssue,"le

i1s one of the ablest lawyars of the State, and powsrful on the stump.”

The Dlographical “egister Of The Confederate Conrmresg states
b b

\\r

"Howsvar,whon the 3tate went out In 1751, he at once accepted
the situation and becems an ardent sunorbter of the Jonfederate
cause, In Ausust 1843, ho was =2locted a member ol the fonfeder-
ate Toneress....without opposition....In that body, he was ¢on-
siderad a denandable, 2lthoush not b»rilllant, legialator. Me
accentsd alnintestration leadership In army matters, but
frequently found fault with £ka its manacement of the home~
front, e was a member of the ays and lleang Oormititee. BHe
spposed economic control; thousht currancy should be stabl-

ized by taxation. I'a thoucht Conscrintlon of skilled artisans
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and
Ampressment of slaves equally foollsh, ¥e deplored habeas
corous susvension, Hear the snd of the war, Colyak Jjoinad
those tryins to force President Davis to re-shuflle his
comman’ing generals and to op2n peace negotiations.”

¥hen the War ended and the fJonfederacy dissolved , Jolyar

returned to “inchester, and resumed his law practice.

-

The forces of Gen. Forrest had worked ths Tracy Uity nines,for
a while, duwring ths “Jar. Then they left thewn t» the Unien troops, but
took half of the ralls and other raillroad egqlipment with them,

Early in 1866, Colyar called a mseting, in “law York, of both the
Tennesses and the Msvw York craditors of ths mining Company, and was
able to secure a c¢ompromise, Thils wag cerbsalnly an accomnlishment, so
sonh after the Tar. They angrsed that all property should be turned

Ld

over to the Tennsessse creditors, and that the few York creditors

would receive, for their claims, first mortgage bonds, in the amount
of “220,000,00,

Later, tho Tenmessoz eredltors decldsd that the Company's
capital stock should ba fixed st “1100,000,.00, and that the Tennessce
owners should have stock in provortion to the rasnective amounts of
their claims. Colyar was 2lacted presidsnt »f the newly organized
Company.

The »rorerty now consisted of a 39,790 acrs tract of land, »art
nf which 4id not hava clear title, and a reoliliroad, part of its enulp-

N

mant and half 1ts ralils missing, However, with all the »roblems, the
~roductddn for the [irst eight months of 1859 brought a profit,
Colyar had begun to buy un Jenneasee clali~s and, when the drean

of fast profit Ffailed to materlalize, nora nnd mors stock becams

avallable to bim., Fe sold hie »lantatinon and cvarvihing that eHulad ba
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turnsd into monay, to buy up sbtck, until he cwmed the ontire formpany.
Lack of adequate labor contimied to be a nroblsm, and Colyar
trled many ways to sscurs worksrs, Je tried to woo miners from other
“tates, ant he trised Lo wet the Hational Zoverrrmant to import minere

from other countries.
in Dacember of 17170, ne arranged with ths State »f Yenncssee to
employ 100 convicts, in th2 mines. The Zompany would provide barrack

.

housing for the ren and would pay ths State 21,00 per day per convict,

4]

The “tate would Taed " the men and »rovide any other neads,
Argin, Colyar desarted his law practice, seo he could devote all

his time and intercst to astablisiiing the business. At least three

times, after it became a »rolflt-malzing concern, ke sold his control-

1ing interest and, each tiae bousht it back, when the new owner

began to lose money.

The Colyar family movas t» laghville, 1z 105645, and soon Cound
they wers not the only nsw neonls Intewm, By the Soring of 1167,
thare were hundreds of new residents, (ou could tell dby thelr tall
and by the way they dressed, they were not from ths south,

This was the period of Haconstructlon; the period »f ths Carnst-

bapger and the Scalawag. The 0xTord Compendium Of Amsrican !

¥

dzfines capnetbascers as "Peonls from the orth who went South,aflter
the Civil "ar, presumably to explolt unsettled conditiond;contenpt-

uougly so named hecause thsy allegsdly could transport their entire ‘

Hcalawags', they often advnnfured after financlal and nh’ittcaW

profit," A Scalawag is defined as "A whits, Reoublican Southsrner,

durine Reconstruction.”



In Fobruary 1857, bhe ner “ranchise ruls mave fonroes the rizht
ts voite, and denled ths rizht 4> white wneonle who had,in any way,
sunported the Jonfedsracy.

Amohg the now residents atitracting the attention of “ashvilliians
was a man namsd Ausust 7. Aldan, who was gald to have comg from the
State of Malne. Otherwise, noonles Mnew 11

According t9 sorme historlang, Jov,'m.i.irommlow, the "Tlahting

narsen”, was a-iong those vho had made arsab »roflt, during

snd who continued to do s~ afherward, with no anrarant concern for

2

tioscae of 1life,

i

{

the thousands who did not have sven the necceas!

[
0

Some have sald,tnon, that Zrowniow hated ashville. “arhaps that

bellef was based upon his strong words and swift actlons used to

control the city.

Arthur Colvar noticed that, for soms rsas-n, thls new man,Alden,

seomed very friendly with the Sovernor. And,althbugh psonle knew
Alden didn't owm proverty in Yashvlilie, the Governor appointed him
Commissioner of Temlistration, Tor Havidson County, with authority to
enforce the new franchiss laws, !"orsovar, a Tepudblican rroup had

-

nominated Alden for the office of Mayor, in ths 1067 =lection.

1 L.

att Drovm annoced thaet “LHate franchise laws

Incumbdnt Mayor
did not abply in eity elictinons, s~ the TJity Council would aoroint
glection officials Tor Washvlille.

In response %Hn the Vayor'!s announcement, Governnr Brownlow called

out the Army, under Jen. Josenh Joopsr, and orisred the Geoneral to

QJ
o
O

Fem. Grant,

)

preveny a Bitv-sponsorad slsction., Mayor DBrown anpsale
who sent more troovs into the Jity, Their orders, also, were to kaesen
naace and to zee that the Gtato franchise laws rare eni~rced.

Q0, in thz Saeniember 1947 elaction, only nion Republicane and
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Mearoes were wmormitted to votr, ard Alden won the oifice of Tlayor,
by a 2 to 1 vot=a,
Mayor “row. . ...t uthat a fraud had been perpetrated, and

aslzed ths Chanc2llor of the Yash¥llle division to prevent Alden
from taking office., The Chancellor, however, had secured hls nosit-
ion thrduzgh the kindness of Governor Jrownlow.
e
“hile he waited for a legal decision, jlayor wbuld not leave his
office. Alden anpealed to the Governor, who ordered Gen, Cooﬁér to
use any means nsedsd to sas that Alden was installed a= laynr,

On the second of Cctorer, a small croupx of armed soldiers rode
un to the ashville Jourt Fouse; dismounted, and entered the build-
inz, A few minutes later, they came oub, and with them, came HMayor
Browm, who spole one sentence to thoss who s=tood around,” I want it
understnod, gentlemsn, that I yiold to the bayonet, and that alone.”

Tor almost two yzars people worried and wondered how they could
ever met Tlty politles and business into honest hands, agaln. There
ware susplcions that finances were ovelng Imvproperly handled, but no
one had evidence to wrove any ~wong doing

Golyar was not a citizen of longstanding, bubt he was a citizen,
Mo owned propsrty shd ha pald taxes. loreover, hs was a lawysr. IT
anybthing 11lemal wag to be found, he should be anle to racognize 1t,
e decided to see2 what hs could lzarn,

Cne day in may, 1969, Tolyar went into the Jourt Uouse and told
the City Recorder that, as a tax»naving citlzen, he would like %o
sxamine the City'a hooks. The Vecorder 3id not objzet, and Onlyar
began his search.

e gnnn discernad that the ity war not on’y de2p In Jdebht, but
also the dabt was growing astronomically, dally.

~ »

He found that, Cor “70.nN0 71ty officinls an’ other emnloysos were



ARTTTTR DOV AR 11

issuing 5100.09 checks to anyone who would buy them, At the end of
39 days, the recipisnt could sue for his "20.00 nrofit, before a
Juastice ~f Peacs, Then a 5.00 Court Jost would have to be mald by
the city, also. And to nay thess debts, the officlals simply wrote
naw chacks, of the same kind, to other meople.

3

This meant the Clty was pavying a dobt to one verson, with money
i1t toolt from another....a literal sxample of'robbing Pater to pay
raul”,

e

Towever, this wasn't as siwple as vaying an 02,00 debt by
borrowing another ‘80,77, Vhen the City emnloyse sscured the 50,00,
he obligated the ity to renay the S80,20 plus 20,90 vrofit!( at the
and of 30 days). And whsn the citizen wacds his claim bhefore the
Justice, the City paid another =5,70 Zourl Jost.

the 7ity official

And how did/rzplace that 2105.00 total debt? ile had the next
sapger purchassr pay him 5171.00 and he wrote a new check Tfor 8126,25,
to be paid, within thirty days! Of courss nothing ever carme out sven,
but money kept changing hands, and the debt “ept spliraling,

Colyar found, also, that offlclals had sold some City wronsrty.
If something didnt't stop the trsnd, soon, all public and even private
property could be seizsd.

s hired a band and, in tne morning of Hay 22nd, he sent it
naradins through the atrests, attracting psople with a nlacard, which
announced that he would sneai, that evoning,on the subject of the
Clty's financial situation,

Jour hundred concernaed peonle came to hear him and listened
attentively as he outlined the dilerma. They were aghast to learn the
City owad rwore than "500,007,70 princinal,-alone;, that firs engines
and other equipmant had %oan sold; that vital facllitleg and even

private nroperty could be clalmed by the Jitvy's creditors,
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4 faw dars 1aber, Jelvar callind inbto Jourt the chairman of the
31t7 Pinancs Jouncil, ressonsibls for the JLty's Tinanclal affairs.

He expnsed the fact thab the “ayor and other officials and emmloyees
had used money froma the ity Tressurysy {or cntertalining and other
"high }iving" costs.

‘m May 31lst, several hundred ansry 'Tashvillians attendsd a public
meeting called by the Taxpaysrs Asaoclation., They approved a resolut-
ion tn stop parying Clty taxes.

After this, someone cut off the water supply at the Colyar homs,
and there were threats against hls 1ife., Colyar called unon Alden to

gaign, but Alden Pefused.

Colyar woent back to hls law books to sse what other actlon micht
be taken,

On June 21,1869, Colyar appsared before the Chancery Court, at

Fallatin, nresentine a re~uest that the City of Yashville be declared
bankrunt, and that 1ts affairs bs vnlaced In the hands df a recelver.

Hig netition listed indictrients agalnst the Mavor, some of the CTouncil-

men, and other officials,

Tarlier efforts tn secure justice ha” nt this LHime
Chancellor “mith ruled in favor of th yille. He gproink
ed as Rec2lver, John ', Bass, a ' ident and a
former Yay~r of Tagshville. 7 “ellix Grundy,
and, a% the time, was Pr Company.

“Waalthy citiz 1 when
he as%ed eltli~- 1y,

Reld "

elect
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876, he was a dsélegate to the Uational Sonvention of the
0 ,@' ~$Lq ck rarty, and the same jyear, hs secursd a seabt In the Statefs
¢
L. Lowﬁr House, representing Davidson Gounty.

r\';

o0 e Again, in 1878, hs ran for Governor, and, again, he lost,

Y The Mining Company had now constructed coke ovens, which could
L producs 5,000 bushels a day. In 1881, the stockholders voted to start
0
rroducing plg iron, and the name chanped to Tennessees Coal, Iron and
Railroad Comnany.
Mesanwhile, the Company was buying out other compnanies, in Tenn-
egsee and Alabama, and wags consldared the largest of 1ts kind in
the United States.
With the 1881 rsorganization, Colyar sold all his intersst in
the Company.
“ut he didn't retire. During the sare year, hz bought controlling

intersst In the Nashville American newspaner, which he edited until

170), When he resumed his law »nractics.

e find almost nothing in print about Colyar's wife or about any

N

of theifeelevan childran, Slayton, In his IHistory of Davidson Jownty,

did ﬁecdrd‘t@at ¥irs. Golyar was among those who servad in Yashville's
4

\\\\xxgvagfaoular Tentonnial felebration, in 1487, Asnes Colyar died

3B 1086, \
RN -
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After two years, Colyar marricd Wary MeGuire, of ngiéﬁille,Ky.,

4t
N

about whom we have no otnhnar inf rnation,

For most of his 1lifs, Conlyar hasl desn an admirsr of Andrew

Jackson, and he sathered rmuch information about him. “hen he was 80

v

years old, he bepan writing "The Life And Times Of Jackson”. Me

comnleted and published it, when he was 86,

In her"Family Chronicle And Ninship Book, Octavia Zollicoffer

Bond wrote about a much-pudblicized error in the Jackson history. in

referring to the herolc action of John GordonjCapt. of the Spies”,

under Jackson, in&@lE-lh, Colyar wrote the name of Capt, Thomas
Kennedy Gordon, iﬁstead.

hen the mlstake was nointed out to him, Colyar avoclogized,in
the press and he wrots a letter to Capt, John Cordon's greatygreat-

granddaughter, It was dated 7eb, 2l,19063
"ee..I Wish to say it was a mistake., When I prepared the
first draft of my book, I gave the credit to Capt. John
Gordon and designat&dnhim as Capt. of the Sples, An
esteemed friend wrote me that it was not Tapt. John Gordon
who was known as Capbt. of the Sples, but Capt. Thomas
Tennedy Gordon, Comlng as 1t did from a most reputable
source, I accentsd it, and 1n the second draft({revision)of
the work, 1 changed it This I greatly regret, as I now
know frow full Investigatlion-that the soldier nown as
Capt. of the Sples was Capt. John Gordon, and I authorize
the Lipnincott Company to make the correction, in future
publicatlons.

Very btruly yours, (signed) A.o.volyar

"p,5,If I should publish a second edition, I willl correct
1t. Please pardon the use of a pencil;while it 1s not
respected ag the pen is, 1t 1s much rore accomodating to
0ld ame."

N

Colyar dled the following year, on Decsmber 13,1907,
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